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2019 was a year of transition,  
reflection, and growth for our 
organizations. In the spring we 
said thank you and farewell to our 
outgoing Executive Director. During 
the summer and fall we took time to 
dig deep, consider our future, and 
align the organizations’ vision and 
priorities. Through this exciting and 
transformational work, we reaffirmed 
our feminist roots and committed 
to addressing the intersections of 
gender, race, and class discrimination. 
Through it all we have stayed  
connected to our missions: to  
advocate for legislative efforts to 
improve the lives of all who identify 
as women and girls in Maine, and to 
engage, inform, and connect Mainers 

to feminist public policy solutions. 
We want to take this opportunity  
to thank the dedicated staff,  
volunteers, and board members  
who work tirelessly on behalf of 
Mainers and continue to center 
social justice throughout the work  
of the Maine Women’s Lobby and 
MWL Education Fund. We also want 
to thank you for being a partner in  
this work with us. 

Elizabeth Riotte
2019 Maine Women’s Lobby 
Board Chair

Andrea Berry
2019 MWL Education Fund 
Board Chair

Letter from the Chairs
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Kathy Durgin-Leighton
Interim Executive Director and Development Director

Whitney Parrish
Policy and Program Director

Logan Mills
Community Organizer and Office Coordinator

Maggie Clark
Office Coordinator (through June)

Eliza Townsend
Executive Director (through May)

Jey Sorkin
Community Organizer (through April)

2019 Organization Staff
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Andrea Berry, Chair
Erin Cinelli, Treasurer
Lauren Jacobs

Michelle Lamb
Gretchen Johnson

Board of Directors

* Management & operations includes professional  
development, Board support and development, agency 
infrastructure and policies, and other efforts to ensure the 
organization is well-organized, informed, and effective.
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Financials

57%
Grants

20%
Individual 
Donors

21%
Sponsorships 
& Events

2%
Other

67.86%
Programming

8.24%
Fundraising

Expenses
$327,237.73

Revenue
$308,676.38



Learn, Share, Lead. 2019 was an 
opportunity to truly put the MWL 
Education Fund’s motto into practice 
as we hosted events across the state 
to connect Mainers with education 
and information about the policies 
and systems that shape our lives.  
Continuing our effort to be more 
accessible, we went out to meet the 
community where they were,  from 
the Common Ground Fair in Unity to 
the Women’s March in Portland and 
everywhere in between! During  
2019, our volunteer list grew by 
280 members, making it easier than  
ever for our community to find  
opportunities to get involved. 

For the 23rd year, 99 girls representing 
every county in Maine joined us for 
Girls’ Day at the Statehouse for a day 
of mock hearings, discussions with 
female leaders, and debate on the 
floor of the House - with the help of 
over 30 volunteer mentors, lobbyists, 
and legislators. This was the first year 
that girls had a chance to take selfies 
with Maine’s first female governor. 
One participant clearly articulated 
what we want for all members of our 
community: “Today I learned that my 
voice matters and I mean something.”

The legendary civil rights activist 
Tarana Burke, founder of #MeToo, 

joined Maine leaders and over 200 
participants for #MaineToo: Summit 
on Women’s Economic Security, 
which highlighted the intersections 
of sexual violence and harassment 
and women’s economic security. It 
was also an opportunity to center 
the voices and experiences of women 
from marginalized communities in 
Maine, and to acknowledge the  
disproportionate impacts of both 
sexual violence and economic  
injustice on those communities.  
One participant shared that, “Bearing 
witness to Tarana Burke’s speech  
exceeded my already high expectations. 
As a survivor those moments will stay 
with me for years to come.”

A huge thank you to the Summit 
planning committee; Kimberly  
Simmons, Samaa Abdurraqib,  
Arabella Perez, and Andrea Berry.

Accomplishments
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Supporters

Donors and Members
Maureen Adamson
Kathryn Monahan Ainsworth
Andrea Berry
Katherine Byrne
Shawn Cardinal
Erin Cinelli
Stephanie Cotsirilos
Joanna Crispe
Joanne D’Arcangelo
Farahad Dastoor
Christina Dimillo
Diane Elizabeth
Susan Feiner
Catherine Fisher
Eleanor Goldberg
Peggy Greenhut Golden
Tricia Granzier
John Herter
Anna Hewitt
Christine Holden
Vivianne Holmes
Patricia House
Laura Jackson
Charles Jacobs
Barbara Keppel
Daniel Kleban
Michelle Lamb
Evelyn Landry
Katherine Leblanc
Catherine Lee
Barbara Leonard
Karen Wagner McGrady
Rick Meagher
Logan Mills
Jay Murray

Sue Newlin
Grace Pearson
Dawn Piccolo
Lois Galgay Reckitt
Ellen Ridley
Gillian Schair
Ineke Heinhuis Schair
Tobi Schneider
Malory Shaughnessy
Kimberly Simmons
Margo Clarke Simmons
Sarah Standiford
Lauren Sterling
Sally Struever
Joan Sturmthal
Valerie Todd
Barbara Trafton
Kristin Valdmanis
Melissa Walsh
Lee Webb
Nancy Weiland

Foundation and Grant Partners
Abbagadassett Foundation, Inc.
Bingham Program/Tufts-New England  
Medical Center
Elmina B. Sewall Foundation
Family Values @ Work
Fox Family Charitable Trust
P.W. Sprague Memorial Foundation
National Council of Jewish Women
Sam L. Cohen Foundation
The Triton Foundation
Virginia Hodgkins Somers Foundation, Inc.

We could not meet our mission without the many individuals, grant 
and foundation funders, and business and nonprofit partners who 
support our work. Thank you. 
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Business and Nonprofit Partners
ACLU of Maine
Bangor Savings Bank
Berman & Simmons
BerryDunn
Biddeford Savings
Coastal Enterprises, Inc.
Coffee By Design
Cross Insurance
Diversified Communications
Gorham Savings Bank
Grandmothers For Reproductive Rights
Hannaford 
Law Offices of Joe Bornstein
MAEYC
Maine Community Foundation
Maine Education Association
Maine Equal Justice Partners
Maine Initiatives
MaineShare
MECASA
Red Thread
Time Warner Cable
USM Women and Gender Studies Program
Verrill Dana, LLP
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“Bearing witness to
Tarana Burke’s speech 

exceeded my already 
high expectations.

 As a survivor 
those moments 

will stay with me
for years to come.”  

- #MaineToo Participant
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Elizabeth Riotte, Chair
Andrea Berry, Vice Chair 
Erin Cinelli, Treasurer
Lauren Sterling, Secretary
Connie  Adler
Deborah Burd
Lucia Chomeau Hunt

Layne Gregory
Lisa Miller
Emily Parker
Malory Shaughnessy
Sally Struever
Kristina Yurko

Board of Directors

Financials

* Management and Operations includes Board and staff support 
and development, agency infrastructure and policies, overhead, 
and other efforts to ensure the organization is well-organized, 
informed, and effective. 
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63.5%
Individual
Donors

26.5%
Grants

10%
Sponsorships & Events

57.6%
Programming

17.4%
Fundraising

Expenses
$148,698.03

Revenue
$124,114.19



From health and safety to economic 
and reproductive justice, the Maine 
Women’s Lobby focused on a range 
of solutions-oriented legislation this 
session. At the center of this effort, 
we led the Maine Paid Leave Coalition 
in an effort to establish a system 
of paid family and medical leave in 
Maine (LD 1410, Sponsor: Speaker 
Gideon). This bill advanced to a hearing 
and work session and was carried 
over to the 2020 session. In addition 
to our coalition work on paid leave, a 
few of the bills we are most proud to 
have worked on include: 

Health and Wellness: 
Ensuring that MaineCare and private 
insurance providers cover abortion 
care whenever prenatal care  
coverage is also available. This is  
a major victory that ensures more 
equity in abortion care access.  
(LD 820, Sponsor: Rep. McCreight) 

Ensuring that Advanced Practice 
Clinicians such as nurse midwives 
and physician assistants can provide 
abortion care, in keeping with their 
training. (LD 1261, Sponsor: Speaker 
Gideon)

Allowing non-prescription drugs, 
such as Plan B and ibuprofen, to be 
available in vending machines. This is 
an important support for students, 
rural Mainers, and anyone who might 

struggle to access certain care in 
their region. (LD 37, Sponsor: Rep. 
Terry) 

Establishing a ban on conversion 
therapy for minors, a dangerous 
practice which harms LGBTQ+ youth. 
We were proud to work with a range 
of partners including EqualityMaine, 
ACLU Maine, and GLAAD. (LD 1025, 
Sponsor: Rep. Fecteau) 

Freedom from Discrimination 
and Economic Justice: 
Establishing a requirement that  
employers with more than 10  
employees ensure that employees 
can earn paid leave time - one hour 
of paid time for every 40 hours 
worked, up to 40 hours per year 
(there are some exemptions, and  
we continue to advocate for a full  
system of paid family and medical 
leave). (LD 369, Sponsor: Sen. Millett) 

Creating a critical protection for 
pregnant people in any occupation  
to be able to access reasonable  
accommodations in their work.  
(LD 666, Sponsor: Rep. Carney)

Ensuring that employers cannot  
ask about a potential employee’s 
prior wage history, and classifies  
mandatory disclosure of wage history 
as discrimination under the Maine 
Human Rights Act. This helps protect 

Accomplishments
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women, people of color, and other 
historically under-valued workers 
from future wage discrimination. 
(LD 278, Sponsor: Sen. Breen) 

Establishing a permanent commission 
focused on creating equity and 
opportunity for racial, indigenous, 
and Maine Tribal populations in our 
state. We supported the Coalition 
on Racial Equity in this success.  
(LD 777, Sponsor: Rep. Talbot Ross) 

Freedom from Violence:
Extending the statute of limitations 
for certain sex crimes from 8 years 
to 20 years for victims 16 and older 
(many sex crimes against children 
under 16 already have no statute 
of limitations). We were proud 
to support the Maine Coalition 
Against Sexual Assault on this bill. 
(LD 67, Sponsor: Sen. Herbig)

Created a definition of economic 
abuse in the law and provides  
a way for the court to order  
compensation for losses resulting 
from economic abuse. We  
congratulate the Maine Coalition 
to End Domestic Violence for  
leading this effort. (LD 748, Spon-
sor: Rep. Fay) 

Our complete 2019 
Legislative Report - 
a summary of votes 
on a range of bills - 

is available at 
our website, 

mainewomen.org. 

Accomplishments (cont’)
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Supporters

Donors and Members
Constance Adler
Charlotte A. Agell
Kathryn Ainsworth
Barbara Reid Alexander
Tawny Lynn Alvarez
Karin Anderson
Nancy Anderson
Anonymous
Barbara Appel
Sara Archbald
Madge Baker
Sharon Barker
Susan Bates
Lisa Belanger
Caroline Bell
Rose Lee Bensen
Gladys Benshimol
Liv Berg
Linda Berger
Andrea Berry
Susan Blau
Emily Bley
Lisa Bloss
Julie Bogart
Molly Bogart
Noel Bonam
Melody D’Alessandro Bonnema
Lisa Botshon
Peter Bowman
Lauri and Ethan Boxer-Macomber
Bets Brown
Sarah Brydon
Deb Burd
Susan Burgess

Sandra Butler
Kathryn Byrnes
Barry Camp
Judith Camuso
Erica Schair-Cardona
Shannon Carr
Mary Cathcart
Mary Chase
Nicola Chin
Lucia Chomeau Hunt
Hilda Chow
James Chute
Erin Cinelli
Gail Cinelli
Pat Clark
Grace Cleaves
Carol Coles
C.W. Comer
Donna Conkling
Susan Conley
Deborah Cook
Lucinda Coombs
Leah Coplon
Stephanie Cotsirilos
Anne Curry
Deborah Curtis
Karen Davidson
Francia Davis
Shirley And Ronald Davis
Evelyn Dearborn
Evelyn DeFrees
Ria Demay
Shawn Denecker
Sarah Ann Devlin
Angie Dierks

We could not meet our mission without the many individuals, grant 
and foundation funders, and business partners who support our 
work. Thank you.  
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Charles Dingman
Judith Dinmore
Heather D’Ippolito
Eva Downs
Dr. Norma Dreyfus
Susan Dubuque
Mimi Dunn
Donna Dwyer
Krystyna Dzialo
Kate Elmes
Christina Emmons
Tracey Falla
Dianne Fallon
Kate Faragher Houghton
Karen Farber
Susan Faunce
Laurie Fear
Karen Fendler
Colleen Finnell
Deborah Fiumedora
Lucy Flight
Carol Ford
Aileen Fortune
Karen Foster
Anne Fowler
Maria Fox
Elizabeth Franklin
Johanna Franzel
Mary Frazee
Ellen Freed
Deborah Friedman
Rosita Friel
Donna Galluzzo
Anne Gass
Karen Geraghty
Domna Giatas
Jane Gilbert
Carla Gill
Bonnie Ginger
Shana Goodall
Jennifer Goodspeed

Sandi Goolden
Julie Grab
Jutta Graf
Ellen Grant
Priscilla Grant
Robyn Graziano
Diana Jocelyn Greenwold
Layne Gregory
Nancy Gregory
Claudia and Michael Griffiths
Susan Gross
Ellen Grunblatt
Caitlin Gutheil
Henry Hagenbach
Carolyn Hardman
Julie Harrison
Marion Harrison
Christine Hastedt
Claudia Hatch
Annette Hatch-Clein
Susan Hawes
Robin Haywood
Suzannah Heard
Diann Henderson
Linda Henderson
Rachel Hendrickson
Abigail Joy Henry
Annmarie Hess
Lisa and James Heyman
Mary Hiers
Mary Hillery
Rebecca Hillman
Destie Hohman Sprague
Katrina Hoop
Nancy Hughes
Marilyn Hylan
Susan Inches
Joy Intriago
Andrea Irwin
Charles Jacobs
Lauren Jacobs

Supporters (cont’)
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Sandi Goolden
Julie Grab
Jutta Graf
Ellen Grant
Priscilla Grant
Robyn Graziano
Diana Jocelyn Greenwold
Layne Gregory
Nancy Gregory
Claudia and Michael Griffiths
Susan Gross
Ellen Grunblatt
Caitlin Gutheil
Henry Hagenbach
Carolyn Hardman
Julie Harrison
Marion Harrison
Christine Hastedt
Claudia Hatch
Annette Hatch-Clein
Susan Hawes
Robin Haywood
Suzannah Heard
Diann Henderson
Linda Henderson
Rachel Hendrickson
Abigail Joy Henry
Annmarie Hess
Lisa and James Heyman
Mary Hiers
Mary Hillery
Rebecca Hillman
Destie Hohman Sprague
Katrina Hoop
Nancy Hughes
Marilyn Hylan
Susan Inches
Joy Intriago
Andrea Irwin
Charles Jacobs
Lauren Jacobs

Naomi Jacobs
Phyllis Jalbert
Heather Jamieson
Barbara Jessen
Catherine Johnson
Gretchen Johnson
Jennifer Jones
Joanna Jones
Anna Jordan
Jennifer Jortberg
Judy Kahrl
Kathleen Flory
Maureen Kearney
Nancy Kelleher
Wendy Kellett
Sue Kennedy
Heather Kenvin
Catherine Kidman
Claudia King
Naomi King
Janet Kuech
Roberta Kuriloff
Alice Kus
Michelle Lamb
Joshua Langtry
Skye Lavigne
Rebecca Leamon
Grace Leavitt
Margaret LeBlanc
Catherine Lee
Diana Lee
Carol Lenna
Lisa Letourneau
Laura Levenson
Abbe Levin
Annie Levine
Dale Lewis
Robin Lincoln
Linda Lisberger
Judith Long
Melinda Loveitt

Diane Lukac
Faye Luppi
Sue Mackey Andrews
Carolyn MacRae
Kate Manahan
Karen Massey
Kim Matthews
Mary McCann
Kelli McCannell
John McCurry
Karen McDonald
Karen Wagner McGrady
Ellen McGuire
Dorothy McKenna
Kate McQueen
Betty-Jane Meader
Sally Merchant
Linda Michaels
Lisa Miller
Alison Mizner
Karen Mook
Silver Moore-Leamon
Penny Morris
Leora Mosston
Julie Motherwell
Nancy Murdock
Cynthia Murray-Beliveau
Sara Needleman
Sadhbh Neilan
Carol Nelson
Merle Nelson
Anne Niles
Peter Nimkoff
Charlotte Nolan
Karine Odlin
Mary O’Herin
Claire Oppenheim
Jamie Ortengren
Leslie Oster
Claudia Pachios
Emily Parker
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Holly Parker
Patricia Parker
Sheila Parrish
Sarah Paul
Frederic Pease
Katherine Pelletreau
Kathleen Perkins
Raffaella Peters
Jean Peterson
Heather Picard
Clara Porter
Elizabeth Powers
Charlotte Price
Ashley Pullen
Wendy Rapaport
Russell Rascati
Alistair Raymond
Lauralee Raymond
Barbara Lee Reinertsen
Yael Reinharz
Elizabeth Rettenmaier
Deborah Shaw Rice
Elizabeth Riotte
Michelle Ritz
Betty Robinson
Marilyn Moss Rockefeller
Nancy Rogers
Sharon Rosen
Jill Rosenthal
Wendy Ross
Mary Roy
Kate Rush
Pat Ryan
Leslie Rylee
Steve Sandau
Kathryn Sargent
Jody Sataloff
Lisa Sawyer
Elizabeth Saxl
Annemieke Schair
Gillian Schair

Justin Schair
Erica Schair-Cardona
Mary Schendel
Julie Schirmer
Renee Schwalberg
Maxine Sclar
Jenna Scott
Diana Scully
Eleanor Sears
Beverly Settle
Neil Shankman
Peggy Shapiro
Malory Shaughnessy
Melinda Sheehee
Kathryn Shepherd
Susan Sidel
Kimberly Simmons
Margo Clarke Simmons
Alison Smith
Betsy Smith
Sherri Lynn Smith
Susan Snider
Susan Sokol
Annie Solimine
Amanda Blake Soule
Sue Stableford
Lauren Sterling
Lucy Stinson
Janice Stringos
Andrea Summers
Karen Suva
Kristin Sweeney
Victoria Szatkowski
Annee Tara
Ann Tartre
Denise Tepler
Maureen Terry
Caroline Teschke
Sarah Tewksbury
Ellen Thayer
Karen Tilbor

Supporters (cont’)
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Michelle Toder
Kathy Tome
Sunny Townsend
Elizabeth Trice
Vendean Vafiades
Kristin Valdmanis
Sharon Vandermay
Josephine Vaughan
Susan Veligor
Kathryn Vezina
Karen Vitelli
Sally Wagley
Jennifer Waitkun
Kathy White Walker
Candace Walworth
Nancy Wanderer
Margaret Warren
Judith Wentzell
Irene West
Pamela Wheeler
Mariellen Whelan
Beth White
Judy Whiting
Elizabeth Whitman
Krystal Williams
Susan Wind
Alexis Wintersteen
Carol Wishcamper
Donna Yellen
Kristina Yurko
Victoria Zavasnik

Business and Foundation Partners
Bingham Program/Tufts-New England 
Medical Center
Broadturn Farm
Hopewell Fund
Maine Initiatives
Penobscot Valley AAUW
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Whitney, second from left, with members of the Coalition 
on Racial Equity at the signing of the bill to establish a 
permanent commission on racial and Tribal equity.
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2019 was an opportunity to  
engage deeply with our  
community, consider our past 
and future, and chart our course 
for the years to come. In 2020 
we will build on our commitment 
to feminist public policy advocacy 
through the Maine Women’s 
Lobby, and to promote education, 

information, and engagement 
with feminist policy change 
through the MWL Education 
Fund - and doing all of our work 
with a commitment to anti-racism 
and anti-oppression. We cannot 
end misogyny and build equitable 
and just public systems without 
recognizing the many ways 

2020: Looking Ahead
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that some Mainers are more 
harmed than others by our 
current systems. In 2020 and 
beyond, we will continue our 
work to close those gaps and 
build an equitable future for  
all Mainers.

In 2020 and beyond,  
we will continue our work 
to close those gaps and 
build an equitable 
future for all Mainers. 


